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o PREFACE

~ The purpos€ of this fourth report on the Illinois Fall 1979 Transfer Study

is to deséribe and analyze .third and fourth year persistence and achievement

. statewide. The..study began in the Fall of 1979 with 10,015 students who

" transferred - from 39 Illinois public two-year college districts and Four

. private two-year colleges to 42 Illinois senior colleges and .universities and

/ has,continued for five jEream following transfer. Three previous reports on
: study have been published.

+ Report 1, Mobility Patterns and Pre-transfer
Characteristics, issued February, 1982, reported on the 1nitlal Eﬁ'aseQ of" the

. study, design, the colleges involved, and the pre-transfer characteristics

of the students. Report 2, First Year Persistence and Achievement, . issued

» August, 1982, analyzed the progress. toward baccalaureate degree completion by .
_.the Fall- 1979 transfer students -during the first year following transfer .

(Fiscal Year 1980). - Report 3, Second Year Persistence and Achievement, issued

0ecember,)l982, analyzed data from the second year following transfer (Fiscal

. Year 1981). - ' ' 4 N .

~ - ¢

' Following the second year after transfer, two-senior colleges declded to.
discontinue their participation in the study. This eliminated 258 students
’/' . ., from the original ‘10,015 reducing ‘the number-to 9,757 students whose academic
: progress is to be followed for five years. This fourth teport presents the
"7\ retabulated ‘data on these 9,757 students -for the first two years as well as
, analyzes the progress of these students during the. third and fourth years
after transfer. Spring term 1983 does not include data for Southern Illinois
Univérsity-Carbondale or Rosary College. These data which.arrived too. late
for inclusion -in this report will be included in the fifth and final report..
This fifth report, containing more indepth analyses of the five-year study,
will be available when adalyses are completed. The final report will continue
_ to review the results by pre-trartsfer degree typé since evaluation of transfer
degree .programs at two-year colleges must focus on how well students perform
after transferring. However, exsmination of the data will not be limited to
. this focus but will examine in detail characteristics of those who completed

batcalsureate degrees.

As with any longitudinal.study, a few design and data problems exist. The:

study 1s limited to students who transferred to Illinois colleges. It follows

‘the studént dnly at the Institution of initial transfer. These limitations do

not enable this study to account for all students who transf from a

, - community college to a four-year college or university or‘to determine the

total percentage of transfer students®who eventudlly complete a baccalaureate

degree. In spite of these limitations, results from the stugdy already can be

drawn at the end of the fourth year and more will become apparent following
more indepth analyses for the five-year study. ' . ‘ .

The staff of the Illinois Community 'College Board adpreciate' the
continuing support of the perticipeting institutions in. supplying data for the
o . . ) R

study. - \
» .- . ) | .
virginia K. McMillan
s Associate Director for Research
Q ‘ 11 4- ’
LN - ) - - o .»
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This Fourth Report of the 1979 Transfer Study ,analyzes the persistence and
achievement durinq the ‘third and fourth years after transfer--academic yeags
1981-82 and 1982-83--qf 9,757 students who transferred from Illinois .two-year
colleges to Illipois senlor institutions in the Fall of/1979. Several of .the
trends observed during the first two years.of the study persist into the third
and fourth years. Post-traensfer persistence and achievement continued-to vary
according to the: students' pre-transfer degree status. Specifically, the
report .finds that for: . -

’ ! ’
' -

-Associate in Arts/Assbciate, in Science Degree Recipients: . I'/

~ Third Year, ‘o

- 60 percent completed the Spring 1982 term (or earned thelr baccalaureate
degrees prior to it); .
- 52 percent earned their baccalaurea}e degrees bw the, end of the third
year; \
- the épring 1982 term GPA for those enrolled that term was 2. 95- '
. 1 -
. - erth Year, » ‘ . ) e .

- - 62 percent cmpleted the Sprlng 1983 tem (or earned their baccalaureate.
degrees prior to it); -
- = 59 percent earned their baccalaureate degrees by the end of the fourth
‘year;
-, the Spring 1983 term GPA for those enrolled that tem was 2.92.

Associate in Applied Science Degree Reciplents: . ’
- Third Year, ' ' '
- as'pement comleted the Spring 1982 term ‘(or eamed their baccalaureate
dégrees prior to it); \ .
"~ 36 percent earned their baccalaureate degrees by the end of the third
year;

- the Spring 1982 term GPA for those enrolled that term was 2.88;
-~ Fourth Year, , _ g T

- 49 percent completed the Sprlng 1983 term (por earned their baccalaureate
degrees prior to it);

- 43 percent earned their baccalaureate degrees by the end of the fourth
year;

- the épring 1983 term GPA f’or\those enrclled thet term was 2.83.

EKC ) ﬁ - -
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Trahsfer'students,uho had not earned an associate degree:

— Third Year,

243 percenf completed the Spring 1982 term (or earned their baccalaureate
*  degrees prior to it);, .
- 26 percent earned their baccalauréate degrees by the end of the third
. year; N 4
-"the Spring 1982 term GPA for those enralled that term was.2.85; '

)/f/ - Fourth Year, . v -

- 44 percent completed the Spring 1983 term (or earned their baccalaureate
degrees prior to it);

-. 38 percent’ earned their . baccalaureate degrees by the end of the fourth :
year;

- the Spring 198 term GPA for those enrolled that term’ was 2 63.

y
ALL Fall 1979 rranstlc Students‘: |
. == Third Year, ' ’ ' o -

~ 50 percent completed the Spring 1982 term (or earned their -baccalaureate
' degrees prior to it);
.= 35 percefit earned their baccalaureate degrees by the end of the third
year;
- the Spring 1982 term GPA for those enrolled that term was 2.87;

-~ Fourth Year, : ',

’ 2
- 50 percent completed the Spring 1983 term (or earned their baccalaureate
degrees prior to it); -
- 45 percent earned their baccalaureate degrees by the end of the fnurth
year; )
- the Spring 1983 term GPA for those enrolled that term was 2 79. -
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| . . " INTRODUCTION

The Fall 1979 Transfer . Study Report 3: Second Year Persistemce and
Achievement found thet trends observed, during the first.year after transfer
con the second year. Persistence and .achievement contimed to vary
according \to the students’ pre-transfer degree status.

Studengs receiving Associate in Arts and Associate in Science’ (AA/AS)
degrees igned to transfer to a senior college or university, performed
. better after .transfer than did students with Associate in Applied Science
- (non-transfar) degrees and those who transferred without receiving a degree
from a two- ear college. Retention and baccalaureate degree -completion, as
well as ,mean gumulative grade point average (GPA)-; were all higher for the
transfer students. '

The Associate in Applied Science (AAS) degree reciﬁients had ‘the' second
highest baCcalayreate degree completion rate at the end of the second year.
However, this 's two-year retention rate was similar to the non-degreed
L student group. _ ' : .
I . \ o, . ' ) i

The non-degr students had the lowest GPA during the first two years and
thelowest baccal te degree completion rate atthe'endof the-secmdyear

. This report will \exmine the progress of the Fall 1979 transfer students
during the third and Yourth year$ (Fiscal Years 1982 and 1983). Because two
. of the senior institut withdrew from the study and did not submit data for
’ these two years, the finst and second years' data have been reanalyzed and. are
presented in tnis report, so that data for the first. four years of the study
will be based on an identical database. Data will be presented in two
sections: Persistence baccalaureate degree comletion rates and, then),
achievement as measured by point average.

.o - ' PERSISTEPCE\NJ BACCALAUREATE CUPLETION RATES

!

* In general, trends in t variat:l.gn in .persis e rates that- were
established in the first two rs of the study cont through the next two
years. Table 1 shows the number\of students who completed the fall and spring
terms, the number who. graduated \in summer/fall/winter asd .spring terms, and
the cumulative number of graduatés for each of the first four years of the
study. Students who had received ‘AA/AS degrees ‘prior to Fall 1979 enrollment
‘in an Illinois senior college or university have consistently had the highest -
persistence rates as measured by percentage of students who were still

*led ‘or who had graduated. Persistence rates of AA/AS degree students for

first four years of the study were 84, 72, 60, and &2 percent,
respectively. .Persistence -rates for \AAS degree students for the same time
period were 74, 58, 46; and 49 percent, respectively. The group of students
who had not completed ‘a degree before transferring experiénced persistence
rates of 78, 58, 43, and 44 perc for the four-year period. While
persistence rates for students who had received AAS degrees and for those who

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ERIC - A7 '
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: 1111hots Commnity College Board : -
s Table 1 '
: mmmm»oMEmmmnnxm
< ; i BY PRE-TRMEFER DECREE CATEGORY-
T TS Ve 150 : nm —

- : = Graduated Yotal Grad- |
Pre-Transfer !} Entered " Completed Gradwted Comleted  Gradusted | Completed S oo Eleted . Gredmted ‘| through
Oegree. Category ~ Fall 1979 ‘Fall 1979 Fpll 1979 mmo Sprlm_ Fall 1960 Fal 1980 ing 1981 1981 | Speing 1961 |
. AA/AS Degres (N 3088 . ° 2860 . . o 227 " 9y 2083 . 789 88y .

- (Transfer) (%) () (") , (um (»w) (75%) (3%) (e8%) - - (26%) | (29%) * I -
MS Degree N 669 - 616 v 2 a0 - 19 % 105 126
(Non-Traslsfer) (%) (92%) o (s0) (61%) (). () | (1ex) (19%)

Mo Pegree LN cos0 sse2 3 716 s 3682 - 87 . 302 sa8. [ a0
(% 92) . () (7e%) ) (64%) (1%) ) . m |
] X  J ) ] v ' i ' Rl ? Y
* vorap (N) 9757 | %u;s a 757 s 6566 199 5849 1442 1650
‘ (%) : 93%) (o) (80x) (#e) (67%) (2%) . (s0%) (15%) (17%)
v 2 - . ' N—
'y - “Graduated " Total Grad — Gradusted . Tofal .-

Pre-Transfer Completed  Sumwer or - Gowpleted nra:tnted Through leted Sumwer or Camletad Thm?- . e

' Degree Category fall 1981 Fasll 1981 Spring 1962 Spring 1982 grlgg‘ 1982] Fal 1982 Fall 1982 'Spring 1963 gr!m 1902 Spring
AA/AS Degree C) N7 95 < A 202 1581 292 163 147 “ 1788

: (% (25%) (16%) (15%) ™ 3 ™. [ @@ | (m o (sx) - sy (59%)

MSDegree . (N) 170 A 17 4 a3 | 7 ) a1 » 8 287

x (2% (10%) (17%) (& | (%) (11%) (x) (7%) (1%) (a3%)

No Degree (N) 1872 477, 6 - 483 1600 * 993 460 - s 222 2262

' (%)  (31%) (8%) (24%) (8%) (26%) “(16X) (8%) (10%) (ax) (38%)
TOTAL TN 2812 * 1081 2019 728 3419 1319 664 70 274 4357

Cm ™ (2 (7%) (35%) (1ax) %) (e%) ) (as%)
. . . . sne e ase

e . [y

'leetlcn dats based on credits ehmed in tem,
*si ess tMan one
**'Does not include Sprin’ 1983 deta for SiU-Carbondsle o Resary College.
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PERSISTENCE AND ACHIEVEMENT "

had transferred without a degree were ‘the same during the sécond year of the
study, differences occurred during the third and fourth years. At the of
the fourth year, a five percentage point spread occurréd Detween the ter
two groups. -

, Examination‘ of persistence rates indicates that rates for all three
pre-trdnsfer degree type groups experienced increases between the third and
fourth years. This increase indicates that some of the students who had not
been enrolled at the end of the third year, re-enrolled during the fourth’
ye:t'. The final report of the study will contain an analysis of’ enrollment
patterns. , . , N

The number of students earning baccalaureate degrees from the institution'_
to which they transferred also continued to differ for the three pre-transfer
‘ degree type groups during the third and fourth years of. the study. At the end
of the third year, the AA/AS degree group once again had the highest
baccalaureate completion rate with 52 percent of the students in that group
having received baccalaureate degrees during the first three years of the

study. ~ By the end of the fourth year, the baccalaureate completion rate had . °

risen to 59 percent for this group of students. In comparison, 36 percent of
the AAS degree students had earned baccalaureate degrees by the end of the .
third year and. 43 percent by the end of the fourth year. . Cumulative
graduation rates for the pre-transfer, non-degreed students were 26 and 38
percent for the.third and fourth years. The third and fourth year graduation
rates for all students were 35 and 45 percent, respectively.

Table2mthenextthreemgesshowstheage, sex,andprogramof
baccalauregte degree graduates for each of the three pre-transfer degree
groups for the first four years of the study. My the end of the fourth year,
77 percent. of the AA/AS ‘degree, 69 percent of the AAS degree, and 72 percent
of the non-degreed transfer students who had earned baccalaureate dedrees were
less than 26 years of age. Overall, 74 percent were less than 26 years of.age
while, 22 percent were older than the traditional college-dge population at the
time they received their baccalaureate degrees. (The remaining four percent
declined to indicate their ages.) For the first two years of the study thé
\distribution of male and female baccalaureate degree completers was: even,

reflecting. the originsl distribution of the study oopulation. However,
‘cumulative numbers for the third and f‘ourth years shpw slightly more f‘males
receiving degrees. » .

Trends established after the second year of the study continued for ‘years
three 'and four in the areas of program completion. The largest percentage of.
AA/AS degree recipients .and nm-degreed transfer students received their
baccalaureate degrees in 'business fields. Social and behavioral science
baccalaureate degrees were the most popular among the group of students who
had AAS pre-~transfer degrees. Overall, 26 percent of the 1979 transfer
students who earned their baccalaureate degrees within four years after
transfer completed in business programs and 16 percent graduated in either
education or social and behavioral science programs.

(
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. SEX, M!.noﬁmmormmmmmasmm
PRE-TRANSFER DEGREE CATEGORY

[ RS

, AA/AS (Transfer) Degree - ’ | .
— Flscal Yest 1980 FIscal Vear 1501 FIscal Vesr 1962 ~ Vear 1983 m -
. ‘ 4‘ - ra = | by End of Spring 1983
PROGRAM (HEG1S) G M M F FC M F 1M F N F M F M_F M _F_M_F| smmber Percent. -
. ¥ .“
thdeclared/unknown 1 1 s 1 1. 6 5 2 2 3 1 30 2
. i .

Science and Math 2 3 3.3 3 3% 18 10 3 12 1+ 3 2| 1w 8
(m,07.17.19) - - R . ' -
Busingss (05) 4 3 151 110 21. 9 } 10 3 15 9 1 2.5 1 7 sl9 2
Edcation (08) 1 4 16 A1 5.9 | 2- 24 S 7 18 . 13 26 & 11 334 19 .
Engineering (09) 11 % 2 12 1] 2 3 1 1, 1 7 2 1 9% s

/
Arts/umpnit les 2 18 ® 2 4|2 2 2 3» 8 9 1 3 6 5 2| 148 = 8
(l°|1l|ls|a) ‘ . a - « L
 Health (12) . 3 5 2 s 3 11 2710 -5 3 8] & 3
Social/Bhav. Sclence 1 3. a1 8 12 17 2.3 18 19 0 8 7 3| 21° 15
(14,20,21,22) . . '

~

General Libaral 1 1 2 3 2 11 1 5 al.oT 2 1
Arts (49) ° : | ro
Other Hegis ] 1 2 8 B 6 2| 2 2 19 3 4 a s 2_4&4 m 1
TOTAL' 1  i8 362 34 6 63|11 72732577\70 2°1 70 55 40 &m. 100
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v - Teble 3 shows changes in rograms of enrollment between Fall 1979 and each
. t fall term for each of the three pre-trensfer degree types. Each
- fall term reflects the changes for only those students - were still enrolled
for that particular term. The percentage of those had changed their
program of enrollment increagsed each. fall from eidght pexcent in the Pall 1980
oto 34 percent in-the Fall 1982 f’or AA/AS degree students; from 10 to 34
- percent forAASdegreestx.mnts from 20 to 38 percent for non-degreed
transfer students, Overall, of ine 1,319 trensfer students still enrolled in.
'thefalltemdurmgthefuurth -of the study,~37 percent fiad changed
their program of enrollment from thelr original Pprogram choice in Fall 1979.
_ The fields with the highest petcent of change were General Liberal Arts and
Arts md I-lumnities.

. Instmry,aswasthecaseat themdofthesecmdyearaftertrmsfer,
RA/AS degree recipients had a higher persistence rate and a higher
baccalaureate degree completion rate at the end of the fourth year. after

. transfer than had AAS degree recipients and non-degreed transfer students.
Rates for AAS degree recipients tend to be-slightly higher. in both persistence

and baccalaureate degree cmpletion than thosé fot rnn-degreed transfer

- students.

4

Y.
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L | B } AM/AS (Transfer) Degree ' |
. N e | e [ e .
i iere P °  Ancther . Stayed Anther ¥ Sayed  Another-
Undeclared/Unlew/Invalid’, 53,608  46.40% 0.67% - @.3% .. 133w sesm
o L (52 (a9) D) () w - (26
Science and Meth az.88 - 17.16 C9.e1 933 ‘| e.67 - 333
(0s, 07, 17, 19) () - (s | . (88 (7 ~(20) (10)
" Business (0S) L 96,88 3.0 | ss.& 1337 - 90.59 19.61
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. L . (% (8) ax asn | @ 5
Engineering (09) - ‘%6,45 3355 | %7 323 90.91 9.09
, S (136) (%) (30 (1) . 10) (1)
Arts/Mumenities 92.43 7.57 2.2 1728 $5.17 + .44.83 -
(1o, 11, 15, 23) ,‘}- am_ (e, S (e (1) - A& (13)
.+ hHealth (12) 0.2 97 | 7B» 2% - a1s  n.2s
. | 70) " (@ . (22) (8) (11) ()
Social/Benavioral Science . %4.12 . 5.88 8.00 1600 % 875 325
(e, m, 21,20 (288)  (18) . () (12) (22 (e
Genersl Uiberal Arts (499  73.17 ' 26.83 9.3  4l.67 6.6 - 36,36
- - (30 an - (18) (10) ) (8)
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* ACHIEVEMENT

; J ) ‘ . | _ .
As reported in Reports .2 and 3 of the study, achievement, measured by
-earned GPA during the first two years after transfer, \followed a trend of
gradual intrease following a first-term drop from the pre-transfer GPA. This
trend changed during the third year following transfer with GPAs continuing to .

increase,. leveling off, or decreasing depending on, the group. . Students
~ enrollediwtheiqlltemofthef’mn‘thyearhadlowerGPAsthmstudentsm--
. hadmbeen enr0ll@d in the previous two years. A large number of students had

gra ated or withdrawn prior to the-Fall 1982 term. Thus, the Fall 1982

lments reflect a subset of the students from prior terms. Table &

. reports the mean GPAs and standard deviations (SD) for each fall and. spring:

.o term. for all three pre-transfer degree type categories. Mean GPAs for the

- . AA/AS degree group were consistently higher than the other two me-tmfer
- degree type groups dapite decreasing mmets in alI three grmps.

A R §

. o | Tablea.i‘

’ mmnwmsvm-mmmmsmm
"-\2: , .f' : .o F - . e
owrm Pre-Transfer | FEII 1979 Spring 1980 | Fall 1580 Spring 1981
Degree _Mean _ SD - fean SO __Mesn SO | Meen SD Mesn SO |
AA/AS 3.0 0.53| 299-0.79 2.85 0.80 | 2.91 0.7 3.03 0.7 =
‘ N (3048) (zsso) (2546)  [(2278) . (2083)
AAS © © 302 0.51].2.68 0.88 2.74 0.77 | 282 o.n) 2,95 0.74
~ (N)  (669) " (616) (495) (4 (364)
. No Degree - 2.87 .0.62| 2.53 0.86 2.63 0.81 | 2.70 G.78 2.81 0.77
) . (N) (6040) 1(5582) (a716) (3882) . (3402)
— A VR T FISA ER T
Pre—Transfer  Fall 1981 — Spring 1982 | Fall 1982  Spring 1983
Degree Status  Mesn SB  Mean SO Mean SD  Mesn SD
AA/AS 2.96 Q.77 2.95 0.78 | 2.80 0.92 2.92 0.9
(W) (770) (451) 1 (252) (147)
AAS 279 0.76 2.88 -0.82 | 2.7 0.90 2.83 0.96 «
N (17 . (112) | “(7a) (49)
No Degree '2.79 0.77 2.85. 0.76 | 2.70 0.81 2.5 0.97
, (N)  (1872) (1456) (993) ¢574)
v ,

| - -1~
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= Table 5 shows post-transfer achidvemest in tetms of the percentages of .,
those students receiving grades within each group who at least a “C".

. average (2.00 GPA) and at least & "B* average (3.00 ) each term after .
transfer. During the first .two years after transfer, a higher percentage of
those students who had received degrees prior to transfer received at least @

. #C» gverage. .During the third and fourth years, there is little difference in
the percentage of each group ‘that received at ‘least a "C" average. The

- percentages of those receiving at legst a "B" average continued the trends
established during. the first yEar after’ transfer., Those students with
pre-transfer degrees< (either AA/AS (transfer) or AAS (non=transfer)) did
better academically &he group of students who transferred without
receiving a pre-transfer degree. .

| - Table 5 |
,, " PERCENTAGE OF GRAOES RECEIVED EACH TERM AT "C" OR-BETTER AND
* AT "B" OR BETTER BY PRE-TRANSFER DEGREE
2o > w. YEAR FTISCAC VerR 1981 — ar : m o
* Pre-iransfer - Fall Spring | Fall  Spring %‘m
¥ Degree Status . '197'9 1980 1980 1981 -| 1981 1982 | 1982 1983
AA/AS o - E 1. | -
. %C" gr better = 83% g89% - | 90% 92% 87% 87% 81% 86%
"8" or better 43% 49% | S54%x - 59% S5% . S56% 51X 57%
“C* or better . 80K 86X ax 9k 89% 8% | Bax 78w
g% or better = 4% a8x 50% 53% | sax S4% 49% 49%
No Degree ’
C* or better 76  8I% 8% §7% | 8% 88X 8% 84X
"g" or better € 35% 39% A1% A9% 46% 49% 41% 45%

e
o

Because measures of achievement, such as mean GPA and percentage of
studéents earning specific GPAs, can be influenced by the withdrawal of
students with lower GPAs or the graduation of students with higher GPAs, Table
6 shows the trends for three other groups--~those who were enrolled Spring
1983, those who wge not enrolled that term and those who graduated prior to
the Spring 1983 tefm. / ' ‘ : :

S . =]l2-
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COMPARISON OF MEAN GPAs FOR SPRING 1983 EMROLLEES,
NON-ENROLLEES, AND PRIOR GRACUATES

—Xpeing TS — mmm_m—rmm—m-m—miu |
Enolivent Statg o om . oM Gm .

\}

Encol18d 290 - 2.5 . 2.87 2.0 2.7 2.
- (N) (r70) - ) (s89) ° (499) (660) (770)- -
. . .., . . . . . »
Not-Entol 1pd R 2.02 2.54 2.44 X ] 2.47 -
. _, (N (a%0m)  _(a908) (1978) - (622) (34%)
Prior Gradustes . 3.08 .8 2.98 - 2.99 3.08 -
, (W (e083) (4083) - (40M) y (2453) - (668)

. -

Trends observed early in: the study continue to be observed for those
students who are still enrolled, as well as for those who graduated prior to
Spring 1983. Following an initial drop in GPA for the first term following
transfer, agraamlimreaseinmeancmoccurred Whuethesmepattemj.s,
observed for  the first. three years for the students who were’ no longer

/ enmlled,thelncreasej.nmemGPAmsnotaslargeanddj.dnotcmtimem
into the fourth year. Students who had graduated prior to 1983.had the
highest GPAs each term. The students who were no longer ?daMMdnot
- graduated by the Spring 19683 term consistently had the GPAs. Thus,
while the students who were no longer enrolled hed, as a group, .experienced
slight increasés. in GPA, pheir GPAs remained below that of students who wera
still enrclled or who had ted. These trends in achievement as measured
. by GPA reflect the pre-transfer GPA status of each of these groups. --

In summary, during the thnt and fourth years following transfer, students
who had earned AA/AS degrees before transferring, continued to earn higher -
grades after transfer-'than did the AAS degree recipients or non-degreed
transfer students. Students who graduated during the first four years after
transferring received higher grades as a group than those who were still
enrolled after four years. The students who were still enrolled earned higher
grades than the students. who were: no longer enrolled.: A pattern of gradual
- incregse in GPA for both students who were still enrolled at the end of the .

"« fourth yesr and for previous graduates is observed. This same pattern is not
observed for student$s who were no longer enrolled during the Spring 1983 term.

CONCLUSTONS

Examination. of the progress ef Fall 1979 transfer students during their
third and fourth years following transfer reveals that, in general, the trends
that were observed during the first two rs of the study continued through
the third and fourth years. Post- fer persistence and achievement
continued to vary according to the students' pre-transfer degree status. In
fact, for some measures the variation became more accentuated. .
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M/AS degree recipients, as a group, continued to perform better after
transfer on ‘all measures than the AAS degree ‘and non-degreed transfer
students. They had a higher 'persistence rate, 4 higher baccalaureate
completion rate, and higher -academic achievement as measured by GPA. At the
end of the fourth year, 59 percent of these AA/AS students who transferred in
. the Fall 1979 had earned baccalaureate degrees from the college to which they
had transferred. Almost four percent were still énrolled and had not
: graduated by the end of the Spring 1983 term. This latter percentage could - .
" fluctuate either up or down during the fifth year Since there are indications o
that some students have not continuously pursued their baccalaureate degree L e
completion during the first four years. .

Throughout the swdy, AAS hgree recipients, as a group, have had a lower -
cumulative: baccalaureate gdegree completion rate than the AA/AS degree group
but a higher rate than the non-degreed . transfer group It is highly unlikely .
that this trend will change during the last year of the study. However, since
~ _approximately six percent of both the AAS and npn-degreed group were stild .
. . “enrolled but did not graduate during the Spring 1983 term, it is technically ?
possible for the non-degreed transfer groyp to surpass the ARS group in
baccalaureate coupletions. )

Begiming with the third year following transfer, the ‘trend in the
percentage of graduates per term- in’ each of the pre-transfer, groups began fo
change. The non-degreed transfer group ‘began to have, the bighest percentage
of graduates per term. This was expected, for the mst part, since students -
in the other two gromsmdtransferredalaxjgermmerofcredithmsand, .
therefore, ‘should have been eligible for baccalaureate degree completion
sooner than those who had transferred with ho degree. However, the cumulative
- degree completion rate for the non-degreed group did not 1ncrease enocugh in
relation to the other groups' rates to close the percentme difference
gstablished during the first two years. :

Achiéevement as measured by GPA. alsg has continued to follow trends set
ddring the first two yéars. AA/AS degree students, as a group, had the
+highest pre-transfer GPA and have consistently maintained that status
throughout the study. Consistent with their pre-transfer GPA status, AAS
degree students conumd to have the second highest GPA

,During the. first two years of. the study mean GPAs experienced a gradnl
R | ‘increase each term. During the next two years mean GPAs did not continue to
increase each term but randomly fluctuated from term to tem. o

The results obtained thus far from this study show that although only
three out of ten students transferring from two-year colleges to senior
institutions in Illinois have completed a two-year associgte degree designed -
' for transfer (Associate in Arts or Associate in Science), these students were
very successful in pursuing their baccalsureate degrees at the four-year '
: colleges and universities. = Preliminary results also indicate that students {
mmdegoodgradesbefnretmferrhmgcmumedtomgoodgmdesatthe
four-year college or university. These students also had a higher rate of
. completing the bsccalaureate degree. The results of the study also show that
many transfer students continue to be enrolled either on a part-time &éry
intermittent basis at the four-year college or university. Therefore, a large
runber of students continue to be enrolled much longer than expected.
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The fifth and firmal report will examine in more detail the level of
performance,’ persistence and baccalaureate completion over the five-year
period. Predictive validity of two-year college grades and programs of itudy
by senior college or university programs and student performance will be

. presented. Finally, the relationship between post-transfer achievement -and
pre-transfer characteristics such as degree earned, credit hours completed and
program of study will be examined.
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